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Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
hear today to congratulate New College on
being the newest accredited independent lib-
eral arts college in the state university system
of Florida.

New College was founded in 1960 as an
independent college by Sarasota and Bra-
denton civic leaders. When the school opened
in 1964, it accepted students on their aca-
demic talents, not on their race, creed or gen-
der. In 1975, during a time of financial uncer-
tainty, this 650-student college joined with the
University of South Florida. Even with this
merger, New College retained its faculty, aca-
demic programs and competitive admissions.
New College is known as the Honors College
of Florida, being the only public college or uni-
versity in Florida designated as “Highly Com-
petitive” by Barron's Magazine. The graduates
of New College are some of the brightest and
most motivated of all college graduates in the
country.

| wish the best of luck to New College and
to all its students and faculty during its transi-
tion. They have met many challenges in the
past and face more in the future, but New Col-
lege will succeed and make Florida very
proud. | am honored to represent this institu-
tion.

——————

TRIBUTE TO W. GEORGE
HAIRSTON III

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. W. George Hairston lIl for his out-
standing contributions to the U.S. commercial
nuclear industry and, by extension, to the na-
tion as a whole. Mr. Hairston currently serves
as president and CEO of Southern Nuclear
Operating Company, and was recently in-
ducted into the State of Alabama Engineering
Hall of Fame in recognition of his accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Hairston’s resume is extensive and dis-
tinguished. He is a veteran of the United
States Army Corps of Engineers and of the
Vietnam War. His degrees were earned at
some of the top engineering universities in the
country; such as his undergraduate engineer-
ing degree from Auburn University and his
Master's in Nuclear Engineering from the
Georgia Institute of Technology. Additionally,
in 1991, he successfully completed the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology’s Program
for Senior Executives.

Mr. Hairston is also active in his community,
holding positions on the Board of Directors for
the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations
(INPO), where he also served as chairman of
the INPO National Nuclear Accrediting Board,
and the WANO-Atlanta Center Governing
Board. Mr. Hairston is currently a member of
the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) Board of Di-
rectors, Executive Committee, and the Nuclear
Strategic Issues Advisory Committee (NSIAC).
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He also serves as Chairman of the NEI Gov-
ernment Relations Advisory Committee.

It is clear that such honors and qualifica-
tions are more than most individuals could ob-
tain in a lifetime. However, Mr. Hairston con-
tinues to strive for excellence not only in his
work but also in his community. He stresses
the importance of equality in the workplace
and focuses on minority recruiting. Addition-
ally, he understands the importance of culti-
vating in the nation’s youth an understanding
of and an interest in the field of engineering.
By serving on the Board of Directors for Junior
Achievement in Birmingham and the Auburn
Alumni Engineering Council, and by chairing
the INROADS/Birmingham Advisory Board,
Mr. Hairston positions himself as a mentor for
bright, young engineers. His refusal to remain
content with serving and influencing any one
area or group is both admirable and chal-
lenging. While his accomplishments are many,
it is his concern for his fellow citizens and his
country that truly set him apart.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Mr.
W. George Hairston lll, an outstanding busi-
nessman, leader, and servant to the commu-
nity.

———

CALL FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSIST-
ANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE
NUBA REGION IN SUDAN

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to bring your attention to the grave situ-
ation in Sudan and specifically to the people
of the Nuba region. | urgently call on President
Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell to
work for an immediate lifting of the cruel siege
of the Nuba region of Sudan.

For over ten years, the Government of
Sudan has denied all humanitarian relief aid to
the people of the Nuba, despite the terrible
plight of tens of thousands of innocent civil-
ians. Very recent reports indicate that the cu-
mulative effect of this brutal siege has been to
push 85,000 human beings to the very brink of
starvation. Without immediate humanitarian
intervention, thousands of people will begin to
die—and they will continue to die until humani-
tarian aid is permitted into the region. Count-
less mothers will suffer the agonizing fate of
watching helplessly as their children die for
lack of food, and then succumbing them-
selves.

This is intolerable and utterly indefensible.
Nowhere in the world is the denial of food aid
used as a more vicious weapon of war than in
the Nuba region of Sudan. Further, Govern-
ment of Sudan offensives have recently
burned thousands and thousands of people
out of their homes, making them even more
vulnerable in these precarious circumstances.

There is in Lokichokio in northern Kenya,
the center of relief operations for southern
Sudan, humanitarian aid ready and able to as-
sist the people of the Nuba tomorrow. What is
required is access. It is imperative that the
United States take the international lead in de-
manding, in the strongest possible terms, that
the Government of Sudan lift this brutal siege
immediately.

We must continue to work together as a na-
tion to stop slavery, aerial bombardments of
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innocent civilians, religious persecution and in-
duced famine in the Sudan. The recent pas-
sage of the Sudan Peace Act of 2001 with an
overwhelming vote of 422 to 2 shows the tre-
mendous support of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in applying all necessary means
to bring an end to the 18-year civil war and its
related atrocities. We must continue this mo-
mentum in the Senate, and show unified U.S.
support with unanimous passage of the Sudan
Peace Act when it comes to the Senate floor.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“ENDAN-
GERED SPECIES CONSOLIDATION
ACT”

HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, since 1970, two
federal agencies have had jurisdiction over im-
plementation and enforcement of the Endan-
gered Species nationwide—the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) under the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, and the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service (NMFS), which is part of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration under the U.S. Department of Com-
merce. Before 1970, NMFS' programs were
implemented by USFWS. This changed when
President Nixon signed a law creating it 3
years before the enactment of the Endangered
Species Act. If President Nixon knew how
ESA and NMFS would look today—30 years
later—he probably would have second
thoughts.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has juris-
diction of over 1,800 species of plants, mam-
mals, birds, and fish, and an annual ESA
budget of $112 million. NMFS—with responsi-
bility for just 42 listed species of marine mam-
mals and fish—has an annual ESA budget
nearly as high as USFWS—$105 million.
Many of NMFS’ “species” include “evolution-
ary significant unit” designations that NMFS
created without Congressional authorization—
an issue that is now pending in federal district
court.

Mr. Speaker, the goals and activities of
these two agencies have become blurred. For
example, both NMFS and USFWS have un-
dertaken the listing and recovery of Atlantic
salmon, the Gulf sturgeon, and four species of
sea turtles.

In the Pacific Northwest, the USFWS man-
ages freshwater bull trout and hatchery salm-
on, while NMFS has devoted billions of dollars
to regulate and enforce the recovery of “wild”
salmon and steelhead in the same water-
sheds.

NMFS allows the commercial and tribal har-
vest of thousands of salmon that it acknowl-
edges are endangered. NMFS’ interpretation
of ESA has caused hundreds of activities—in-
cluding those having minimal impact—or those
that actually aid—the recovery of species to
be held up for months or years.

Instead of becoming more efficient, NMFS’
response is to request more federal money
and expand their regulatory activities while
failing to identify goals of how many species of
fish it needs to recover.

All species—fish and humans—deserve bet-
ter from the federal government. That is why
today | and my friend and colleague from
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